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7,000 stranded in Ulu Baram

Relief ops in full swing as situation worsens in Sarawak interior

By STEPHEN THEN and YU JI
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

MIRI: Flood relief operations are in

full swing as emergency food aid is -

being rushed to the interior north of
Sarawak.

This follows the worsening situa-
tion in Ulu Baram, where access for
some 7,000 people had been cut off
as rain continues,

Several residents from the Marudi
district and Long Lama sub-district
have called The Star, saying they
needed food supply.

The division’s Welfare Department
head Goh Yong Kiat confirmed that
it had received appeals for food aid
from residents across Baram.

As of yesterday afternoon, he said
at least 28 longhouses had been
affected by floods.

“We have sent food to 21 of the 28
longhouses and we are arranging for
the others. The deployed assistance
will help at least 985 families,” Goh
said, adding that they were liaising
with Marudi's district office, which
oversees the operations.

Goh said Ulu Baram had been
inundated since Dec 22, with some
longhouses recording water levels
rising over one metre.

In Kuching, heavy rain coupled
with high tide caused Bintulu in
central Sarawak to be inundated, a
rare occurrence for the town.

The rain, which began after noon

Force of nature: An aerial view of a longhouse marooned by floods in Ulu Baram taken by a Star reader.

yesterday, caused several low-lying
areas along the coastline to be
swamped some two hours later.

By 5pm, flood waters had reach
major parts of the inner city.

Among the affected areas were
Kampung Assyakirin and Kampung
Kemunting.

Kidurong assemblyman Chiew

Chin Sing said floods were still being
reported in residential areas further
away from the coast, while electric-
ity was cut off.

Many netizens noted that it was
rare for Bintulu to be flooded, even
when other towns in Sarawak were
known to be flood prone.

According to the Meteorological

Department, Bintulu has received
373mm of rainfall since Dec 1,
including a whopping 134mm
reported on Dec 23 alone.

It also issued a second category
warning for strong winds and rough
seas expected for thunderstorms in
the waters off Sarawak, affecting
Rejang, Mukah and Bintulu.
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Be prepared for second
wave of ﬂoods =

THE police have asked residents
to be prepared and abide by all
directives from the authorities
if a second wave of floods in
Pahang occurs as forecast from
today.

Kuantan district police chief

ACP Mohd Jasmani Yusoff ~  §

(pic) said 67 flood relief centres
which can accommodate 20,415
people have been placed on
standby for flood victims here.

He said the sub-districts where
the centres were opened are
Kuala Kuantan 1 (11), Kuala
Kuantan 2 (21), Ulu Kuantan
(12), Berserah (two), Sungai
Karang (eight), Penor (eight)
and Ulu Lepar (five).

"Several car parking sites have
also been proposed for the flood
victims according to their areas
of residence," he said. -

He said areas proposed for
residents of Permatang Badak,
Sungai Isap 1, Sungai Isap Jaya,
Taman Guru, Taman
and Taman Kurnia is the vacant
lot adjacent to the Giant su-
permarket, beside the Kuantan
Municipal Council field (MPK),

near Kamunting and along the

route from Tanah Putih head-
to the Permatang Badak
gml:lights junction.
Residents of Taman Guru,
Gudang Rasau and the Batu

Enam Houslng area can park
their cars along the access route
to SMK Gudang Rassau and on
both sides of Jalan Gambang
heading to Taman Tas.
ResidentsaroundBukxtRangh
and Kuantan ByPass can park
their vehicles along the Kuan-
tan-bypass route from the di-
rection of Bukit Rangin heading
to Kolej Shahputra and on the
empty lot fronting the Jalan
Kuantan-ByPass ~ Shell - Petrol
Station. -

Residents around Perkam;mn
gan Cenderawasxh and Kam-
pung T can park their ve-

hicles in the Indera Mal;kota 3
indusuiaﬁa,

thepocsib!lityofasecondwave
of floods occurring in Pahang.
- p



